Fast Communication for Lasham Members

THE SAFETY SCENE

Regrettably, due to lack of time, [ was unoble to compile an article tor the
last issue of "In the Air”. Just as well. me thinks, as since the lasi 1ssue
there have been plenty of safety related matters that have arisen. In fact,
given the rather poor weather and hence lack of flying. we all seem to be
“sinning” rather more than usoal. Accordingly. the focus this month will
be on the aerotowing fratermity. This aspect of the Lasham operation seems
to have suffered from a case of midsummer madness. So down 1o
business.......

First item on the agenda is fuel...or rather lack of it. There has been
enough recent pubhicity regarding this subject, so suffice to say, “Fuel is
cheap insurance”. Do the sums right and there should never be the need
for an interview without coffee with the Management.

Next up iz launch point operniions. Because of the relative positioning of
the wingh and agrotow luunch points (i.e. either side of the launch control
vehicle) itis very often the case that o tug will be positioned well forward
of the launch van. If a winch launch is in process, it is possible (as was
tecently demonstrated by a Ka-6) for a wing drop and/or ground loop to
result in the glider heading off line a1 an acute angle and rather high speed.
Now add in the tug with the enging idling, and it doesn’t take o rocket
scigntist to predict the results. Therefore, would all tug pilots please ensure
that they “hang back™ if a winch launch is in progress. [f the tug is already
at the front of the aerotow line. ensure that the aireraft is parked tail
towards the winch line, such that any stray gliders will be protected from
the propeller. The same logic applies an the grid launch,

Pre-takenff lookout ts the next subject of discussion. A recent accident
has lighlighted the need to be extra vigilant when departing from anywhere
other thun the normal serotow launch point. Remember that some aircraft
could be on downwind leg for a landing at the far end of the Aeld, gither
For ph'-'-iri;uﬁ'ing to @ tradler, or perhaps because they are runmng oul i
height in the circuit. So make sure that you check both the approach and
the crrewit before depirting. Also, pull well out into the field 3o that it 15
obvious o others of your intentions. Finally, make good use of the radio
by hroadeasting your intentions for takeoff. Similarly, those gliders
equipped with radio should broadeast any intentions w lind long.

Lastly, a little note about airspice. [t may not be plainly clear wo all folks,
but the LOA (leter of agreement) covering operations ar Dunstable,
especially when Luton are wsing runway 08, covers enly those gliders
and tugs based at Dunstable. Any visiting glider or tug, must contact
Luton ATC for zone clearance. Be aware that similar arrangements are
operanve at other sites, so always check before you wisit.

Andy Aveling (safery officer)
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BGA CHAIRMAN'S
CONFERENCE

Saturday 28" October 2000

Lasham will be host 1o the Southem
edition of the BOA Chatrman’s
Conference at the end of Ocrober. This
avent I3 & very imporiant one in getiing
ihe Chairmen of gliding clubs in the
South together 'with members of the
BGA and lts variows sub committess in
order o share ideas. experience and
initiatves

This year's event is of particular
importance since the BGA Is putting
into effect & 5 vear development plan
for gliding in the UK which will have a
major impact on the shape and direction
af the movement in He RexT féw vears

Gliding foces some reénl challenges in
the future if it is to atirnct new members,
retain its traditional freedom to v and
gain competition  succass ol
international  level, The BGA
Development Plan iy the key to meeting
these challenges amd ncreasing
recagnition and funding for the ghiding
movement.

Lasham's meeting will see the Plan
presented to club chairmen prior w s
unveiling 1o the whole membership at
the BGA Annual General Mesting early
next year.

In order to provide sccommodation for
the delegaes, it will be necessary o
close the Canteen on Saturday the 28*
of October and there will be no sarvice
available from the kitchen,

Members will have refreshments
avillable o thase in need. and these will
be pravided in the Bar. We apologise in
advance for any imconvenience coused
by this disruption to our normal level
of service to members
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more News...more News...more news...more NeWS...

A SEASON TO REMEMBER?

Well it depemds what it 13 you want to
remember. IF it was the weather then, like
the Curate's egg it was good in parts, as
a later article will show, and very poorin
others!

If it is events that come o mind then the
Lasham Jubilee will be near the top of
the pile, as will a very successful
‘Lasham Comps' which benefited from
some reasonable weather, some excellent
tasks and racing, plus the usual social
spectaculars. For everyone involved it
wis 3 vary enjoyable event.

A considerabie number of Lasham pilots
ventured to Foreign parts in search of
sunshine, cumulus clouds and gliding
achievements. Certainly the greatest wag
Steve Jones® win in the.15 melre
European Championships. Congrat-
wlations are due to Steve on his
temendous success,

Qrher pilots found excellent condiions
at o viriety of gliding siwes in Eurnpe und
elsewhers and enjoyed some splendid
ights. No doubr plans are already being
luid 1o go further and faster next yeuir,

AIRFIELD SECURITY

It has not been a happy year from the
security paint of view, Thelts of traler
items in the spring led into car theft and
later even & caravan fell vierim w the
crimanal fruternity. Dark evenings now
make the sirfield more vulnerable and
there is very little that either the Palice
or the Society can do to provide round
the clock cover of such 1 large aren.

Despite warnings i a previous edinen,
maost trader owners have sull not reduced
the temptalions by remaving |pokey
wheels or fitting security bolts 1o their
trailer wheals. This invites ditention and
loss.

The Scciety is looking very hard at
mensures o redoce the risks and cut the
losses. [ realistic and practical deterrens
can be introduced they will be.
Meanwhile it is down to members to

minimise the potential for theft by tuking
some simple precautions with their own

property.
YOU HAVE BEEN WARNED!

A BIG THANK YOU TO OUR
SPONSORS AND HELPERS

The Lasham Comps could not happen
without the support of » greal many
people and our gencrous sponsors. The
Society would like w thank everyone who
lenit & Rand to make the event such &
success, There 15 not sufficient space 10
thank everyone individually, but all your
efforts and support were really
appreciated - especially by those
competing. We hope that you =njoyed
being part of the programme.

We would like tosay a special “thank you
to the companies and individuals that so
generously donated prizes for the various
events. They made winning an sven more
rewnrding experience. Our sincere thinks
k-

Joint Aviation Services
Southern Sallplanes
Turdine Aviation 2000 Lid.
Southdown Aero Services
Arrhome Composites

Peter Hearne Esq.

SOCIALLY DISADVANTAGED

After the success of theo Jubilee Weekend
the majority of the Social Commities
stepped down from office o take well
gamed rests after running the Society’s
stctal programmes for several years, Qur
thanks are due to each retiring member
for the support and time they have
dedicated to giving the membership so
many memorable and fun events.

Despite calls for volunteers to replace
them, the response hag been
disappeinting and the Sog¢ial Commines
is well below streagth. As a resull

rraditional {and very viluable) events
such as the Farmers Evening, The
Christmas Party and Winter Leciures we
unider threat,

The social programmes of the Society are
organised by the members for the
members — so no volunteers means
passibly no programme. [T that is the case
it will certainly be a long and lonely
winter! The professional team has always
provided substantial support in helping
to organise and run events, but it 15 nol
in their remit to ke on the organisation
of our soctal programmes. As members
we must finds our own selutions.

We need support from more of you 10
apsure that our focial evenls are as
succesgful us our flying ones. Please put
your name forward and help continue a
great radition, Contact Micki Marchant,
Al Nunn or the Office if you can help,

PRESS OFFICER NEEDED

Lasham gnjoyed some tremendous press
covernge from the Jubiles Weekend and
this vear’s Comps and this is vitally
important in stimulatng inierest amangs
loeal communinies in ghding at Lashani.
it helps in recruiting new members.
increasing awarencss of what gliding is
about and the satisfaction that it offers.
Perhaps even more importantly in today's
eco-conscious climate; it helps build 2
positive image of gliding as an activity
of vatue and benefit io the locol aren und
u sport of challenge and enjoyment for
all.

To ensure that we maximise the amaunt
of press and media coverage we can
achieve on Lasham's activities we are
lookine for someone to take an the
responsibility of Press Officer for the
Society, The role will ensuré that all the
local media and press outlets are kept
informied on events, developments and
successes a] Lasham and that we dre
continually kept in the public spotlight,

If vou feel you can help pledse contact
[an Godfrey, John Gilbert or the Office.

STOP PRESS...STOP PRESS...STOP PRESS...STOP PRESS
IMPROVEMENTS TO CLUBHOUSE SECURITY

The main doors anil the corridor security doors have both been damaged by constant misuse. Repairs have now been completsd
which inelude the fitting of stranger security doors and new door bolts. Planse do not atiémps o open cither set of deors withoot
the keys, Theie doors thust remain locked throughout the night to proteet your clubhouse from vandalism and theft.



A Bumper Contest Year

Lisham continues to build on its competition success. Year on year we have
improved our position in contast schisvements and 2000 was no xception,
I don’t intend o sccount for-all of Lasham pilots” schievements here but a
list will appear in due course. However special congrumlations should go 1o
Club Class Nationals pilows Pete Masson, Afands Darlington and Gordon
MacDanald for 2™, 3™ and 4" places respectively, This has resulted in Pete
and Afandi forming rwo thirds of the Warld Club Class Team represeniing
the UK in the Arst Warld Club Class Championships in Gawler, Australia in
Janwary. They need help with sponsorship so if there are sny bengvolent
club members who can assist, the boys have prodoced o very professional
sponsorship pack. Coneact Pete or Afandi for more details or visit their web
site at www.glidingteam.co.uk.

Those of you who followed the European Championships on the Wal will
remembar whal an excitng coniest that was with the Brits in contention all
e way through, A great contest saw Sieve JTones claiming the Gold medal
in the 13m class. This was a fantastic result not only for the Champion who
New brillfanuy but for the whele of the British European Team who, 1'm
sure Steve will ngree, helped o great deal towards this oulcome. Lasham can
only benefit from having a Euwropean Chiampitn in its midstand it was a real
pleasure o thrash him dunng the 13m Matonais] [ suspect. however, he
was i little burned out at the time:

These days Lasham competitions arc always heavily subseribed with a major
part of the entry, of course, made up by Lasham members and this vear’s
comps were no exception, Our Regional contest was almost exclusively 4
‘members aniy” affair, bur that did not deresct from s quality, Far from i, o
heavily contested battle resulted in worthy winners

The Matonals. of course, nre different. To qualify you have to prove your
meltle in other contests before you aré promaoted into the National coritest
areri, The | 5m Class Nationals is one of the most heavily subscribed in the
comtest calendasr snd being awarded a place s stiff competition in itsglf
Only the best are allowed 1o enter, the places being allocated by position on
iy Rating list developed from the previous yeor's compenition.

S0 when 32% of the [5m National eompetition, the toughess of contests, is
made up of Lasham pilots, [ think we can safely say that Lasham s playing
o significant role in the UK competition scene, We hiave, over recent vears,
bl among its memnbers aformidatle group of competition and cross-country
pilons

Ao what of the Future? Wel| for that you need youth, and we have it thinks
w o comprehensive and innovative Cadet scheme and University affiliation.
This year Lasham put up some mine pilos 1o the Junior Nuational
Championships with Pete Masson achigving o very credible 2% place in the
Do Discus. Although other Lasham pilows in this contest do not feature in
the top places, this was for most of them their first taste of competition
Hying. Some of the speeds were very impressive and if they continue in the
same vein Lasham will wndoubtedly featre strongly in the future, Watch
out for them, it won't be long before they are beating you!
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Airprox appeal

On the 29 of August at 15:00 a glider and 4
TB 20 were involved in an airprox at 3000°
approximately | nm south of Henily VOR. At
least that s what the Tobago pilog said. 1F this
wis vou the BGA would very much like o hear
from vou in order o put our side of the smory.
Without the other pilot’s point of view it
becomes another case of irresponsible zhder
piloes 1gnoring the rules.

If vou think you have been involved in 4 near
miss with & powered aircrafl you shouold file an
AIRPROX report. Indeed. as the pilot in
command of an aircraft you are abliged 1o do
S0,

Here's what the UK Aldr Pilot has 1o say;

An initial report of an AIRPROX initisted by o
pilot should be made immediately either by
racio o the ATS unit with which you are in
comptact of by phone, after landing,

The initial report should be confirmed within
seven days by completing a full AIRPROX form
(CA 1094) available from the offics.

All reports receive immeadiate and thorough
imvestigation 1o derermine cause, lending 10
action to reduce the possibility of collistons. A
panel of civil and mlitary pilots, controtlens and
apergtors, including representatives from the
gliding movement. conducts these
invesHygations. They will determine Sauss,
degree of sk and make  safery
recommendotions 48 appropriate.

The conglusions reached have no legal
sigmificance and the anonymity of individuals
invilved is preserved throughout the msessment
and subsequent publication of findings.

Very often a power milot files a report which is
niot hacked up by the zhder milot, vsosliy
because what is close to o power pilot is miles
awhy to the slider pilor Invarisbly, the result
of an investigation reveals that either the pilot
af the powered aircraft was not where he
Ihﬂl;.lﬁhl: that hl;. wins; he wios nof mantnining an
adequate loakout and fasled to give way or he
blamed the slider pilot for his poor tirmanship.
Without the glider pilot's side of the story we
kave no appeal. Please help to set'the record
straght.
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