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In spite of what wes written in the last news=-letter, the !
Journalistic situation has chenged somewhat recently, and we are
in fact thinking in even more smbitious terms. . Sat (1

A great deal of thought on the financisal problem hsas
produced a number of schemes. The more specific are mentioned
in the club noticcs. So that the expense of the Cs of A can be
kept down, work will continue on the Olympias until they are all
finished, but training flights in the other aireraft start in
mid-February. It ie hoped thet Olympia pilots will Bppear in {
large numbers to complete the overhauls.

The loss revealed by lest yeor's bzlance-sheet shows the !
necessity to increase receipts, in eddition to the economy
measures teken. The mein source of revenue is flying fees.
Hence, sttrting es ecrly es possible, the maximum lounching reate
end flying throughout every mezl time cre reclly important.

The men who must &arraznge =11 this is the duty pilot.

Vieekdey flying helped considerably last year, and will
be encouraged this year as much as pozsible. Owing to
emigration, the winch driver problem may be difficult, but one
hopes, not insoluble.

llembers of the committee expect to be bound at
continually, and anybody having any complzints to make should
gir their grievences - nogpy cen do enything if they dont know
ebout it! (-
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HITHER AND ZITHER |

First of all congretulestions to Ditck Polénd and Ros un
the birth of & dazughter,Ceroline, and to Welter Morrison end
Joén on the birth of = son, Angus.

Another recent addition to the gliding world is
"Meohisto" an admirable 1l5cwt Cenadian Ford; he comes from a
good strain being by Capital Levy out of Overdraft. The M.T.
Committee are to be congratulated on their choice, but they
must keep an eye on the C.F.I. who is often seen regarding
Mephisto with a that-would-make-a-perfect-self-propelled-winch
look on his face.

Expect enother addition shortly - the Daisy (T.21)
trailer, whose construction we have watched with a mixture of
8llent respect and spoken disrespect. Under Ralph's
guidance and workmanship it has moved very rapidly from
drawing board to reality.

From arrivals to depertures:

We are sorry thet we shell not be seeing Relph Court
egain for sometime @s he left in December for his nctive New
Zealsnd. We understand thct he is toking an Olympia back
with bim, which he is sharing with Gordon Hookings. We wish
Ralph vhe best of luck and many haopy landings.

Another departure, though of & more temporary nature,
is Peter Morris who is taking up farming ot Tring. He assures
us that winter and summer he will wear long sleeved white
vests, so that should a glider come his way, he will be able
to indicate the wind direction.
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. pending departure is the Alvis, complete with clutch
adjusting candle; it will be a sad day when it goes.

To turn to more general matters, the most notable event
gince the last news letter was the Christmas party, which was
preceeded by the A.G.M., at which, apart from the departed
Berek, the same committee was elected as last year with the
addition of Tony Lucking and Frank Moore.

The Christmas party itself was a great success; it was
especiatly plessant to see a lot of viesitors from other clubs.
The perty started off with & real thermel triggering punch,
but despite certoin cllegttions there wos no pre-wer thinners
in it - we couldn't find any! After a feast,; there was no
other word for it, prepared by Ann, Vera and various helpers,
we had & period melodrama on gliding written and produced by
Tony Lucking. Jeorge, as leading lady, captured our hearts,
Walter, C.F.I., was the most professional of the actors and
Peter Morris as hero disposed of the villain - Hugh Trotter,
who showed considerable natural aptitude - in &n avpropriate
manner by filing through his elevator cables.

The next day, the weather having clemped, the M.T.
types ran & trailer backing competition, a very practical
form of amusement, &nd took o shilling off us with shouts .of
" jegk-knife". The party weekend was also the begimming of
the non-flying period and since then & lot of work has been
done in the hangar. To forestall 2 bind from the C.¥.I. if
people could tidy up before they leave on a Sunday evening,
both in the hangar and the club house, it would save the
C.F.I. from heving to impersonate a charlady on Mondey
mornings.

4 squash ladder has recently been started and anyone
wishing to join in is welcome, but would they build an
extension to the present one.

Dunstable have very kindly invited any hill soaring
members to visit them on the 18th and 19th February. A
detailed notice is om the board for those interested. There
is 8lso a notice up concerning possible EBaster outings.

Various people have suggested that it might be a good
idea to have & club tie. But before enquiries are made
about having one made, it would help if we could find out how
many people would be prepared to buy one or more. A liag
has been put uo in the club house, a&nd would anyone interested
put their neme on it. We have no idess, ot present, €8 to
the colour =nd design and =11 suggesilions =Zre very
welcome, with sketches, if posaible.
hgnng column

The writer of this column having three left h

= i £ eand
(two Euather, one wool) would like togmeet member aimilgif;es
possessecd 65 to right hénd omes, with = view to matrimony.

A lorge contingent attended the Cembridee eclub!
on 28th January, at which Professor Brunt pregented tzepgiizt
trophy to_Gll Phillips, and exhorted the I.C. people to ensure
they won it this year. It was 2 most enjoyable weekend
and the Sunday wes spent at Bourne, where there were bombing
6pot landing and trailer backing contests, and nearly ;
Everybﬁdy flew.

nfortunately, owinz to a snag in t
the Kranich's wheels as bent this yﬁar aahﬁagg?way, PraaE)

It is proposed to hold an informal
party on Saturda
lst April to mark the opening of the Thermal se&son. Thg
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order of bottle will be:- after 20.30 fancy dress.

Bob Garrett is another impending departurelas he leaves
shortly for service in Hong Kong. -

A general invitation has been issued to the V.R. members
to visit our club house, and 8o members should Traternise
without any inhibitions and remember, they too, use the
Aerodrome, i e
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CLUE NOTICES

As was foreshadowed at the A.G.M., the committee has
regretfully decided thet some edjustments must be made in the
cost of gliding. However, & retrieving subsidy has been
introduced to encoursge long distance flying, and the "ery Joe"
scheme will be tried to discoursge frustration. The details
ere 28 follows:s

leing fees:

Daisy: Circuits 2/6 Hourly rate 15/- per hr.
Joyrides for members of the RAFVR 5/- 51l in.
Tutor: Circuits 2/6 Hourly rate 8/- per hr.

Olympie: Circuits 3/- Hourly rate 15/- per hr.for
first 3 hrs, 7/6 per hr therecfter
Other fees remain unchanged.
A 5 hr. flight, or brief circuit will hence cost little
more than st present.

Retrieving
The club will pay for any portion of the Jjourney back

over 100 miles from the point where the flight started, either
by road or air; provided only that thé route back #shall be
direct.

Lccommodation

In view of the luxurious nature of the sleeping
gquarters in room 8, Flying Club South block, the price per
head will be 3/6d per night. (worth double)

The essence of the "Cry Joe" scheme is that every
Olympia pilot shall have everything his or her own way on one
day of the year. Having chosen THE day (in his opinion) he
shouts "Joe" taking care to do it before anyone tlse, and in
the presence of some reliable witness. As when announcing the
discovery of & fire, it will probably be as well to repeat
the shout three times. From then on, he will have absolute
priority all day, and can have as many launches as he likes.
The C.F.I. or his deputy will make any more rules that
Gppear to be necessary.

The rule that people owing money cannot fly will, be
strictly enforece@ this year, for it is the little debts that
are upsgetting the club finances, when added together.

Wembers who have read Lord Keynes will realise the vital
necessity of paying their subscriptions forthwith; any others
8re requested to forward their cheques as if they knew all
about it anyhow. .

SUBGCRIPTIONS FOR 1950 ARE DUE AND OVERDUE






